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sensibilities.   This was not shortsighted or wrong.   Oh no.
This was Germany.
" I financed the National-Socialist Party because I be-
lieved that the Young Plan spelled catastrophe for Ger-
many/3 wrote Thyssen. These leopards knew their
business.
Nevertheless there ^ is a popular misconception that
Germany is being strained by her occupation in Europe,
Actually, it is the people of Europe who are being strained.
Germany is fattening on the biggest steal in all history.
The Nazis use for occupation approximately a quarter to
one third of what they collect. That pays all their expenses,
gives the soldiers three square meals a day, and keeps them
in shelter. It runs the Army trucks and supplies cigars for
the generals. It puts cream on the officers5 pancakes and
spreads powdered sugar at the non-coms' mess. But this is
not enough. An additional collecting method has two pur-
poses. It gets the cash and it helps the Herrenvolk to main-
tain discipline. This is their system of fines. Among other
units, they levy these fines on cities, from Trondheim to
Paris. It cost Bergen $10,000 when some irate citizens
tipped over a Nazi's motor-cycle side-car. Of course, that
was small potatoes. They levied $400,000 on Paris and
fired the chief of police when things were going wrong
there. But even the fines couldn't get everything they
wanted. Up in Oslo they got a setback. Horcher, the
famous proprietor of the most fashionable and most ex-
pensive restaurant in Berlin, established a branch there
before Christmas for the German carpet-bagging clientele.
Oslo was going in for culture. They dusted out the Opera
House.
" We'll have music," they said. " Flagstad is here."
When Kirsten Flagstad, the great Wagnerian soprano left
the Metropolitan in New York, she did so to return to her
husband in Norway. She is married to a leader of the
Quisling party. A rich Norwegian, he is the head of the
largest cellulose company in Norway. But Flagstad has
nothing to do with these matters. And when the Germans
wanted to open the Opera House, she turned them down.
The Germans haven't opened the Opera House in Oslo.
The dust is back on the seats.